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AuGusT 26, 1937. 


Mr. Nicholson took advantage of the wind to show some of 


the capabilities of his Rhonsperber glider. 
graph.) 


(Flight photo- 


The course, starting from Ramsgate Airport, lay by way 
of Reculver Towers—the first turning point—and Rich- 
borough, where the mark was a laundry chimney. The 
total distance was about 7o miles. 

Germany had two entries among the field of sixteen and 
Latvia, as already stated, was represented by the beauti- 
fully finished V.E.F, 12, which finished fifth. Origin- 
ally the German team was composed of a Focke-Wulf 
F.W.56 (240 h.p. Argus inverted vee-cight), a Klemm 
K1.35 (80 h.p. Hirth), and a Messerschmitt, but the last- 
named machine entered, like its companions, by the Ger- 
man Aero Club, failed to arrive, its place being taken by 
a Bicker Jungmann, which did not compete. The Focke- 
Wulf and the Klemm were in the hands of A. von Bohlen 
and E. Gerbrecht respectively. 

The competitors, their machines, entrants, 
speeds are listed in the accompanying table. 

The take-off was made in the direction of the wireless 
masts which entailed a sharp right-hand turn to get on to 
the course. From the spectators’ viewpoint the whole 
affair went off quite uneventfully, although competitors 
subsequently spoke of very rough going. Low down-wind 
flying was, of course, de rigeur, and the bumps were no 
mean problem. Mr. Elwell reported an encounter with one 
particularly nasty jolt over some telegraph = in which 
he fully expected to find himself entwined. » has been 
flying, incidentally, for about eighteen scale 

Miss Gladys Batchelor—enthroned down Rochester way 
as the local air queen—was disqualified for taking her 
Cirrus-Minor-engined B.A. Swallow inside the turn at 
Reculver Towers. She crossed the line third. 

The field closed up nicely toward the end, and it was 
quite a surprise to many to see the Cub come purring in 
to victory. The crowd appreciated Henshaw’s dramatic 
finish at negligible altitude and searing speed. His flying 


times and 


Below is the striking Focke-Wulf advanced trainer which 
has an unusual tail unit as seen on the right. The third view 
is of the fascinating little Latvian V.E.F. 12 which was 
judged the smartest machine on parade. (Flight photographs. | 


FLIGHT. 219 


was probably a bit more accurate than Gardner’s, although 
Gardner could have dawdled very little to set up the fastest 
time of the day with an average of 209 m.p.h. 

As entertaining as the race itself were the demonstrations 
cf some of the competitors before landing. The Spartan, 
particularly, did things in the way of slow, into-wind flying 
which most private-owner machines of more recent vintage 
could not hope to accomplish. 

Awards on handicap were as follows:—(1) {50 and the 
Thanet Air Trophy ; (2) £25 and a trophy presented by the 
Corporation of Ramsgate; (3) 410 and a trcphy. The 
recipients were Messrs. Elwell, Edwards and Henshaw 
Gardner and Vitols received special awards for the fastest 
time and smartest turn-out respectively. The presenta- 
tions were made by Ald. H. Stead, Mayor of Ramsgate. 

The park of demonstration machines was well filled, 
featuring, among other types, the latest gull-winged Stin- 
son, the Heston Phoenix with Series II Gipsy Six and 
D.H. v.p. airscrew, the Porterfield, Taylor Cub, C.30 A 
Autogiro, Whitney Straight, Vega Gull, Hordern Rich- 
mond Autoplane and Monospar 

There was a demonstration of towed gliding, with Mr. 
Nicholson as towee, and Mr. Brie put the Autogiro im 
reverse over the crowd. Later in the afternoon Henshaw 
contributed a bout of aerobatics on his Mew Gull. 

Five Hinds of No. 500 (County of Kent) (Bomber) 
Squadron did some plain and fancy formation flying, 
ending with a breakaway from echelon at a low altitude. 


| 
| Fin- 
Race} Rag. | = Aircrait. Pilot. ished | Nett | Speed. |Ptace 
No. | at. Time 
: | m. s.|m. s. | mph 
: 16 G-AESK | Tavior Cub., P. B. Elwett | 55 43 | 55 43 7150 1 
: 15 | G-ABOB | Spartan Flt. Lt. H. | 57 48 | 43 13) 92.50] 2 
3 | Arrow R. A. Ed- 
wards | 

2 & G-AEXF | Mew Gull 4. Henshaw | 60 22 | 19 17 | 207.00] 3 
: 18 | G-ADEV | Avro 504N . P. Phillips... | 60 3! | 38 26 | 103.75 | 4 
». ¥ YL-ABG | V.E.F.12 | |. Vitols ... | 60 37 | 20 30 | 135.50] 5 

6 | G-AEKL | Mew Gull ... | C. Gardner | 60 42 | 19 04 | 200.00) 6 

1 | G-ADNO | T.K.2 | G. de Havil- | 60 48 | 23 49 | 167.50 | 7 

land 

5 | G-AEUX | Miles W.S. 1. Bayly ... | 60 56 | 30 56 | 129.00] & 
: 11 | G-ABOE Gipsy Moth .. | Misses Glass | 61 12 [| 41 03 | 97.25 a 
: 14 G-AEVA | Miles W.S M. Lacayo 61 23 | 31 38 | 126.00) 10 
; 20 D-EDLY | Klema KL35 : Gerbrecht | 61 81 | 36 23 | 109.50 | 11 
: 7 G-ADGE | Miles Hawk . F. Walter | 62 26 | 30 05 | 192.50] 12 
: Special | 
: 17 G-ABXR | Gipsy Moth.. R. Slazenger | 62 27 | 4% 34 | 91.50] 18 
: 19 | D-IMEQ | Focke-Wulf | A. von Boh- | 62 38 | 26 49 | 149.00] 14 
H len 

8 G-ADL] Gipsy Moth. | Paddy Fiynn | 64 24 | 46 51 | R5.90 | 15 

2 G-AERK | B.A. Swallow | Miss G Disqualified for faulty turn 


Batchelor | at Reculver. 


